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This program supports eligible small rural hospitals in meeting

value-based payment and care goals for their respective

organizations through purchases of hardware, software, and

training. SHIP also assists such hospitals in participating in

delivery system reforms such as to become or join a Medicare

Shared Savings Program or Accountable Care Organizations

(ACOs), participate in other shared saving programs, and

purchase health information technology (hardware/software),

equipment, and/or training to comply with quality improvement

activities such as advancing patient care information, promoting

interoperability, and payment bundling.

PROGRAM TIMELINE

June 1, 2023 - May 31, 2028 

IMPACT & RETURN ON INVESTMENT

Montana has 50 Critical Access Hospitals. Typically

through SHIP, participating hospitals are funded at

~$12,000 per year per hospital. Montana is one of the

largest state participants in the country, with annual

funding of nearly $600,000. The SHIP grant has helped

Montana CAHs to purchase equipment; implement

electronic health records; train staff on ICD-10/11 

FY24 GRANT CYCLE:

44 Rural Critical Access Hospitals

participated

53% CAHs proposed value-based

purchasing expenditures

18% proposed Accountable Care

Organization/shared savings

expenditures

30% proposed payment

bundling/prospective payment

systems expenditures

Training on ICD-11 Preparation was

offered to all grant participants

through MT State Office of Rural

Health

coding; participate in HCAHPS and efficiency trainings

such as Six Sigma or Lean, invest invest in cybersecurity

hardware and software, support chargemaster review,

and make numerous other investments that provide

flexible funding to strengthen hospital operations,

support adaptation to evolving healthcare requirements,

and ensure continued access to care.


